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great bitterness because of the wilfulness of his son. It was
not unnatural that he should have had resentment in his
heart, but he was out of sympathy with the general feeling
of the nation, however true his words may seem when they
are considered at a distance of time. The mass of people had
watched the young King passing through a crisis, and they
had been deeply sad when he chose to go into the night. Dr.
Lang said:
"Seldom, if ever, has any British Sovereign come to
the throne with greater natural gifts for his kingship.
Seldom, if ever, has any Sovereign been welcomed by a
more enthusiastic loyalty.
"From God he had received a high and sacred trust.
Yet, by his own will, he has abdicated—he has surren-
dered the trust. With characteristic frankness he has told
us his motive. It was a craving for private happiness.
Strange and sad it must be that for such a motive, how-
ever strongly it pressed upon his heart, he should have
disappointed hopes so high, and abandoned a trust so
great.
"Even more strange and sad it is that he should have
sought his happiness in a manner inconsistent with the
Christian principles of marriage, and within a social
circle whose standards and ways of life are alien to all
the best instincts and traditions of his people.
"Let those who belong to this circle know that to-day
they stand rebuked by the judgment of the nation which
had loved King Edward. I have shrunk from saying these
words. But I have felt compelled for the sake of sincerity
and truth to say them/'
Many people regretted the condemnation in these sentences:
they loved the Prince and had no wish to give him new pain.
It was strange that Prince Edward should have chosen a
country of lost causes to begin his exile. It seemed to give
the final air of gloom to his story as a monarch, that he should
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